UPCOMING EVENTS
UMW Meeting
Jan. 12, 2015 @ 7 p.m.
UMM meeting
Jan. 28, 2015 @ 7 p.m.
Prayer Meeting: Jan. 21, 2015 @ 7 p.m.

Fellowship
Breakfast

~ Shady Grove News ~

Jan. 2015

Jan. 11, 2015 @ 8 a.m.

Steak
Dinner
Sun.
Jan. 11,
2015
6 p.m.
To Benefit Disaster Trailer

In Trenton
SATURDAY—Jan. 10, 2015

Shady Grove United Methodist Church
4359 Middle Road
Kinston, NC 28501
Jones County, NC
Church Office: 252-523-8780
Pastor Phone: 910-389-5866
Pastor Email: gdickerson@nccumc.org
Website: www.shadygroveumchurch.com

The year 2014 is behind us, and the tremendous blessings we experienced in our church family throughout
the year are forefront in our hearts and minds. Numerous lives have been changed by the surrender to God’s
call to serve others. It is one thing to be obedient to
serve God, but it is another to obediently serve with
“Joyfulness!” Rev. Bruce Goettesche from the archives
of unionchurch.com describes “Joyful Obedience” in a
very enlightening way. Here are few excerpts from his
message:
“OBEDIENCE IS NOT A BURDEN. The first thing
John says is, “...we are to obey God, and his commands are not burdensome”…[God] has given his
commands to help us find the life we were created to live. Obeying God’s commands are not a
burden; it is the smart thing to do... Saying God’s
commands are not burdensome is not the same
as saying obedience is easy. We live in a world
that does it’s best to prevent us from glorifying
God.
The world entices us with power; the Bible
calls us to servanthood
The world tells us to evaluate relationships
on the basis of what you can get from that
relationship; God calls us to look at what we
can give.
The world tells us we can make the world
better on our own; God says, “You’ve got to
be kidding”.
The key to faithful living is to keep our eyes on
the goal. If we live simply for the moment we will
never make any progress. We will wander aimlessly. For awhile it may seem like fun, but eventually we will wake up to find that we are empty
and lost.” (Goettesche)
To experience “true” joy, we must first give ourselves
away to others through “Joyful Obedience” to God’s call
in our lives. Shady Grove is filled with believers who are
shining examples of obediently serving God with joyfulness of heart. Many blessings will come as we continue
to serve our Lord through “Joyful Obedience.”

Christmas
Drama
Musical

Spotlight

November-December Blessings
Christmas Drama
Musical
Happy Birthday,
Jesus

New Members
George Cox,
Mike & Donna
Haddock,
& Pat Bogey

Trip to Mike’s Farm for a Christmas meal and a classic hayride
through the Christmas lights
Provided
Christmas for 4
needy families
On Dec. 7, 2014, our hearts were touched once
again by the wonderful and amazing message of
Christ’s birth demonstrated to us through drama
and music. God’s Spirit was made real through
each scene, song, and narration.

Salvation Army
Christmas
Stockings

Thanksgiving Service and
meal with Lanie’s Chapel
Christian Church

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes
Shoeboxes
UMW
Christmas Party
at
The Baron and
the Beef

Christmas
Eve
Communion
Service

5th Sunday Night
Singspiration

100 Prayer Blankets shipped
to an orphanage in India
Special donations to Mary’s
Kitchen for the hungry

Ministry Opportunities
Do you enjoy working with electronics and technical
equipment? The Sound/Media team (Slide Projections,
Sound Mixing Board, Recording, & Lighting) is in need of additional assistance. Our Sound Techs would greatly appreciate
the extra help. For more information, see Sam or Hannah.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

And, of course, our sweet little angels “stole the
show” with their rendition of “Happy Birthday,
Jesus!” Many commented afterwards about the
blessing they received from the children lifting
their voices in praise.

Do you like to sing? The
Choir is always in need of
more members. If you desire
to serve the Lord with your
singing voice, then come join
us! We meet most Sunday
afternoons for practice.

